
LASALLE COUNTY VETERANS
ASSISTANCE COMMISS ION.

MONTHLY
REPORT
OCTOBER 2021 /  PREPARED BY  STEVEN KREITZER



LASALLE COUNTY VAC PAGE |  02

AGENDA

MEETING
10/27/2021

I.       Call to Order & Salute to the Colors            
II.       Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
III.      Chaplin’s Prayer      
IV.      Roll Call of Officers 
V.       Reading & Approval of the Meeting Minutes 
VI.      Public Comment
VII.    Superintendent’s Report

a.     Office Activity
b.    Outreach Activity
c.     Update on the budget
 

VIII.   Old Business 
IX.      New Business  
                    Nominations for elections 
X.       For the Good of the Commission                        
XI.     Closing Prayer 
XII.    Adjournment
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Meeting 

MINUTES
08/25/2021

Call to Order & Salute to the Colors –
 

President Chuck Erb called the meeting to order at 5:00pm and lead us in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Delegates & Alternates Present

 Tom Troutman – VFW, Mendota - Lance Sires – American Legion, Marseilles
– Bill Paterson – American Legion, Mendota –  Bob Riley - AMVETS, Ottawa -

Chuck Erb – VFW, Marseilles – Andy Ruggerio – Peru Memorial Group –
Harold Olsen – AMVETS Mendota - Elton Murphy - LaSalle VFW  - John

Duback - Ottawa - AMVETS - Bill Luther - Ottawa VFW-  Jim Ebner - Oglesby,
American Legion - Douglas Grieve - Tonica American Legion - Dennis

Zaniecki - Peru - Jack Leininger - Marseilles VFW .
 

Officers Present
President – Chuck Erb

Vice President – Harold Olsen
Guard – John Duback 

Chaplin – Jim Ebner
 

Employees Present
Steven Kreitzer – Superintendent

Christa Hammers - Assistant Superintendent
Lissa Olson - VSO / Outreach Coordinator
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Meeting 

MINUTES
Approval of Meeting minutes as presented:

Motion by Elton Murphy and seconded by Bill Luther
 

Public Comment - None
 

Superintendent’s Report
 

Veterans Health Administration is looking to expand in 2022.
 

Christa Hammers and Lissa Olson went over what was covered at the
National Training Conference.

 
Steven Kreitzer gave an update on the office and presented the budget for

approval.  Motion to approve the budget was made by Bob Riley and
seconded Dennis Zaniecki. Motion passed unanimously.

 
The office has brought in $1,760,604.17 in backpay for a veterans this year.

 
Lissa Olson went over the Outreach opportunities coming to the office as
resources for veterans.  This is going to continue to expand in the months

to come.
 

Superintendent report was motioned for approval by Harold Olsen and
seconded by Bill Luther. Motion passed unanimously.
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Meeting 

MINUTES
Old Business - None

 
New Business - None

 
For the Good of the Commission -

Update on the PTSD groups is that 32of the peer led groups are meeting at
our office.

 
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn was made by Harold Olsen and seconded by Elton
Murphy. Motion passed unanimously at 5:50pm.

 



Our Ottawa office activity is up from last month
and through our outreach efforts we were able to
see 113 veterans.   As we begin to advertise we
are looking to continue to increase our numbers
and services.  
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Our Office

OVERVIEW

We have began to run programs for our veterans groups struggling with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and
Military Sexual Trauma in the month of September.  This is the first month we have been able to service
these veterans needs and had 32 veterans participate in those programs.  In the coming years we are
looking to continue to expand and build these programs to help those veterans struggling the most with
mental health and employment issues.  

Our Ribbon cutting was also a huge success having about 100 in attendance.
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Our Office

OVERVIEW

Our office has strived to maximize the benefits our local veterans have earned.  Through
continued advocacy and breaking the 2 million threshold we are proving that we are providing
that service.  Illinois remains in 51st place in overall compensation for our local veterans.  It is our
hope to change that for our local veterans.
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American Warrior Partnership

SYMPOSIUM 2021

Many states are over reporting veterans status on death certificates. When veteran status is
verified by the department of defense some are found to not have served.

This error rate averages about 15%, but has been discovered as high as 40% in some
states.
Data is collected and reported by the coroners office and many states when forwarding
that information on for national reporting aren’t verifying that veterans status.
Many studies have utilized this national data which may indicate errors in the studies.

Veterans methods of suicide
Firearms are the most prevalent method where they are freely available.
In states like Massachusetts where firearm ownership is low suffocation is the leading
method used.
Data for unknown causes or risky behaviors might be activities in which a veteran death
might not have been considered a suicide, but really was. For example drug overdoses.
All of the data is still being sifted through in order to try and make true heads or tails
and determine if there are any causal relationships.

We have recently been attending a virtual event run by the American Warrior Partnership. They
are located out of Atlanta, GA and been examining veterans and mental health. Through one of
their programs Operation Deep Dive (https://www.americaswarriorpartnership.org/deep-dive)
they have found many surprising things about veterans suicide.

Operation Deep Dive Part 1: https://youtu.be/K3RmBX0EeJQ

Operation Deep Dive Part 2: https://youtu.be/mgK1smAkUZI 

Operation Deep Dive Q&A Session: https://youtu.be/yijv3j8XZPU

 

https://www.americaswarriorpartnership.org/deep-dive
https://youtu.be/K3RmBX0EeJQ
https://youtu.be/mgK1smAkUZI
https://youtu.be/yijv3j8XZPU
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American Warrior Partnership

SYMPOSIUM 2021

In a Team Red White Blue breakout session they also made some interesting findings.
Within 4-5 years of discharge from the military 78% of veterans are obese and making
poor diet choices. https://www.research.va.gov/topics/obesity.cfm

These choices in turn increase their risk for a myriad of health conditions.
Poor physical fitness and diet are known causes of increased anxiety and poor
mental health.

This organization tries to bring veterans together to create a support structure for them
in their journey to become fit again.

Support structure and making sure a veteran doesn’t feel alone is one of the best
things we can do to prevent veteran suicide.

I 

Here is the link to the VA’s 2021 Suicide Prevention report.
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2021/2021-National-Veteran-Suicide-
Prevention-Annual-Report-FINAL-9-8-21.pdf

As more research and data becomes available I will continue to share. Through data and
research there is a hope to continue to decrease veteran suicide. Currently the national
average is 17 (FY2019) veterans commit suicide daily.

https://www.research.va.gov/topics/obesity.cfm
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2021/2021-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-FINAL-9-8-21.pdf
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Veterans Property Tax Exemption

I LL INOIS

We would like to let all of you know of an article written by the Chicago Sun Times that was very
demining to veterans, seniors and those with disabilities utilizing their property tax exemptions
and reductions. This articles headline is very sensational stating “You pay more in property
taxes because of 27,288 Cook County homeowners pay noting.”
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/10/1/22700932/tammy-duckworth-disabled-veterans-
property-tax-exemption-cook-county-assessor-homeowners-pay-nothing

Then the article goes on to cherry pick different veterans who are receiving the exemption and
doing well for themselves. They overlooked all the veterans that are barely able to survive
because of their disabilities and this is a huge benefit to keep them in their homes. Our
Veterans have given so much to their country from wars and intense training to multiple
generations being exposed to toxic substances like Agent orange, Burn Pits, Nerve Agents, and
much more. In addition looking at the data here is how it breaks down.

There are 2,204,019 home in cook county according to the US Census Bureau.
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/cookcountyillinois/PST120219

The 27,288 homes the article references in cook county that are getting exemptions and
reductions that include seniors and others with disabilities equates to about 1.3% of the
taxable homes.

According to the article the Cook County homes in which veterans are getting an exemption or
reduction in their property taxes is 8,596 or 0.4%. This number doesn’t separate out the 2
reduction categories and nor does the article as it only focuses on the total exemption.

It is infuriating to think that this article seems to be pitting neighbors against neighbor as it
doesn’t just stop at veterans, but also seniors and others with disabilities.

Our office will be watching legislation to make sure that no changes are introduced that may
negatively affect our nations heroes.

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/10/1/22700932/tammy-duckworth-disabled-veterans-property-tax-exemption-cook-county-assessor-homeowners-pay-nothing
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/cookcountyillinois/PST120219

